
Malawi citizens have returned to the polls for a
second time in just over a year, after the
annulment of the 2019 presidential election
outcome.   

Malawi became only the second ever African
country to annul a presidential vote. President
Peter Mutharika’s May 2019 victory fell under
suspicion after officials found evidence of vote
tampering. The evidence showed that voter
ballots had been altered with the use of white
correction fluid. The confirmation that voter fraud
had occurred was enough for federal judges to
rule the presidential appointment invalid. The
judiciary has been widely praised for a swift and
robust response. 

Mutharika had only won by a very slim margin:
38.6 per cent, in comparison to his primary
opponent, Mr Chakwera, who garnered 35.4 per
cent of the vote. The slim victory led Mr Chakwera
and other candidates to question the validity of
the vote and launch a petition to the
constitutional court to review the election. The
months-long court proceeding gripped the nation
and caused tensions to rise among citizens. In
May, judges ordered that new elections be held
within 150 days. As an addendum, judges also
noted that in order to win the presidency,
candidates had to secure an absolute majority.

In late June, Malawians returned to the polls in a
largely peaceful day of voting, despite fears that
the violence that accompanied the tensions
leading up to the day of voting would spill into
election
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election day. Long lines for polling booths
indicated high levels of enthusiasm. This is mostly
good news for the parties and the courts, who
want to restore citizens’ faith in the electoral
process.

The winner of this week’s election will have to
address the country’s widespread poverty,
unemployment, and corruption at the state level.
A pre-election poll showed that more than 85 per
cent of Malawians believed that their quality of
living was poor, and that the country was heading
in the wrong direction. The greatest cause of
concern for most Malawians is simply putting food
on the table every day. 

Mr Chakwera and his coalition partners had been
traversing Malawi in recent weeks to secure
people’s votes. If elected, he promises a million
jobs for the country’s young people, and fertiliser
subsidies for Malawi’s farmers. Mr Mutharika has
promised to lift Malawi to the level of “London,
America, or Canada”.
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Addendum: After this piece was written, Lazarus
Chakwera was announced the winner of the
election. Details to follow in the next Sub-Saharan
Africa brief.

Evariste Ndayishimiye has been sworn in as
Burundi’s president after the sudden death of his
predecessor, Pierre Nkurunziza. Nkurunziza died
last week, after 15 years in power. It is strongly
suspected that Nkurunziza died of coronavirus. 

Mr Ndayishimaye took an oath confirming his new
position during a colourful ceremony in the
country’s capital Gitega. Despite a global
pandemic still concerning many of the country's
neighbours, there was little evidence of face
masks or social distancing at the ceremony. 

International human rights organisations are
petitioning Mr Ndayishimaye to address human
rights abuses in the central African country. Mr
Ndayishimaye has said that he will bring back
Burundian refugees who are exiled in camps, and
will work at bringing back the intellectuals who
went overseas for fear of persecution.

The 15-year rule of his predecessor was a
tumultuous time for the country. In 2015,
Nkurunziza decided to run for a third term, a
move that many noted was unconstitutional. It
sparked widespread violence and an attempted
coup, which resulted in 1,200 people dying and
400,000 fleeing the country. Burundi has long
denied targeting its own citizens. However, the
country became the first country to withdraw
from the International Criminal Court, after the
government   faced criticism for targeting their
own people. 

Human rights groups are hoping that Mr
Ndayishimaye, despite being a long-time ally of Mr
Nkurunziza, will break the trend of his
predecessor and restore freedoms to Burundi’s
people.
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South Africa: The pandemic has accelerated an
existing economic crisis in South Africa. Following
the country enacting some of the toughest
restrictions in the world, 30.1 per cent of South
Africans are unemployed. More than 25 per cent
of the South African economy is informal, and
these jobs were heavily impacted by the
lockdown. Many sectors, including agriculture,
telecommunications, and steel, announced jobs
cuts.

Testing: Experts are raising concerns about the
availability of testing, especially for women in
conflict zones. Over 70 per cent of cases reported
in volatile regions such as Chad, Somalia and the
Central African Republic are male – compared to
51 per cent worldwide. Experts fear women are
not being captured in testing. Women in these
areas are less likely to have access to health care,
and more likely to lose their work, and as such are
also particularly vulnerable to the economic
shocks of the virus.
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NEW PRESIDENT IN BURUNDI
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